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Dear Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Commissioners,

As leaders of diverse religious and spiritual communities across Idaho, Washington, and Oregon, we are writing to urge
you to deny the proposed Gas Transmission Northwest (GTN) Xpress fracked gas pipeline capacity expansion because
the risk of harm it poses to our communities is too great. As faith leaders, we teach our children and our communities
the importance of caring for one another, of protecting the most vulnerable, and tending to the earth with care. This
proposed expansion goes against these values by increasing the risk of harm to our communities and our neighbors.

We have serious concerns about the necessity and morality of this pipeline expansion, especially in a time of increased
climate change that is impacting communities in our states and across the world. We must move towards sustainable
renewable energy. As faith leaders, we must sound the alarm against this proposal, speaking out faithfully against the
GTN Xpress expansion. We call upon you to help protect our communities and our future by denying this proposal.

The GTN Xpress project would push more fracked gas through 60-year-old pipes near and in several populated areas and
under numerous rivers and streams. Given the track record of TC Energy's handling of the recent nearly 600,000-gallon
Keystone pipeline oil spill in Kansas in December, a pipeline that is only 12 years old, we have widespread concerns
regarding TC Energy's ability to reduce the risk along the aging GTN pipeline.

We also cannot morally support a project that would require around 660 new fracked gas wells to be drilled on
Indigenous land in northeast British Columbia in order to support the expanded pipeline capacity. Negative
environmental and health impacts of living near fracking wells are well documented. As people of faith, we are called to
help co-create a healthier and more just future for all, which means ensuring our neighbors across the border in
northeast British Columbia are not subjected to the risks of increased fracking.

Additionally, we urge you to especially listen to concerns about inadequate tribal consultation, lack of public need for
the pipeline expansion, and the project's direct conflict with tribes' and states' climate goals raised by the Columbia
River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC) and their member tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Confederated Tribes of
the Umatilla Indian Reservation, the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon, and the
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation. CRITFC has clearly spoken out against this expansion, and we join
in solidarity with them in rejecting the need for energy sources that put our communities in harm's way.

As we move into a season of important sacred holidays for many people of faith, including Lent, Purim, Holi, Ramadan,
Passover, and Easter, we ask that you make a decision that cares for our communities, neighbors, and our common
home, planet earth. Please deny the GTN Xpress pipeline expansion.

Sincerely,
*Faith community affiliation will be listed for identification purposes only


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1weKcKKzjqJ8ySonNM8-Ufu5N_zG8iW4A/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1weKcKKzjqJ8ySonNM8-Ufu5N_zG8iW4A/view
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Montavilla United Methodist Church
Portland, OR

Rev. Davi Weasley
First Congregational Church of Bellingham
Bellingham, WA

John Webber
University Unitarian Church
Seattle, WA

Rev. Kathleen Weber

Crest to Coast Missional District of the
Pacific Northwest Conference of the
United Methodist Church

Fircrest, WA

Kristi Weir
East Shore Unitarian Church
Bellevue, WA

Rabbi Molly Weisel
Temple B’nai Torah, Bellevue
Lynnwood, WA

David Wheeler
Grant Park Church, Portland
Portland, OR

Rachel Wheeler
St. Andrew Catholic Church, Portland
Portland, OR

Terri Wilde
Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship
Rockport, WA

Ernie Williams

Eagle Harbor Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ

Bainbridge Island, WA

Jermaine Alexander Williams
Mission Field NW Church
Vancouver, WA

Rev. Brenda Wills
Wesley United Methodist Church, Eugene
Eugene, OR

Barbara Wilson
Sequim Community Church
Port Angeles, WA

Bea Wilson
Richmond Beach United Church of Christ
Edmonds, WA

Alice Woldt
Trinity United Methodist Church, Seattle
Seattle, WA

Rabbi Joseph Wolf
Havurah Shalom, Portland
Portland, OR

Carol Wythe
Center for Spiritual Living, Rogue Valley
Medford, OR

Rev. Andrew Yee
Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA
Seattle, WA

Kathe Yokers
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Vancouver
Vancouver, WA

Phil Yokers
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Vancouver
Vancouver, WA

Jim Young
Emmaus Church Spokane
Spokane, WA

Jo Ann Young
Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Olympia, WA
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Rick Young
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Spokane
Liberty Lake, WA

Bob Zeigler
St. Leo Catholic Parish Kateri Circle
Olympia, WA

Sr. Jessica Zimmerle
Deaconess Community of the ELCA
Seattle, WA

Rev. Audrey Zunkel-deCoursey
Living Stream Church of the Brethren
Portland, OR
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